
 

 

Study and Examination Regulations 
Concert Examination 

Section 1 Objective of the Study Program 

The Postgraduate Study Program “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” should impart, in particular, artistic capabilities and in-
depth theoretical knowledge. The (male and female) graduates shall be enabled to familiarize themselves in practical work 
with the ambitious and challenging musical literature, to conceive it from an intellectual point of view and make recordings 
of performances and stage presentations. All these tools shall serve to extend the participants’ professional perspectives.  

Section 2 Transcript Certificate 

At the end of the Postgraduate Study Course “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” the participant will have to undergo an 
examination for acquiring the “Master’s” degree. Having passed this examination, the International College of Music will 
confer on the student the title “ICoM Master of Performing Arts”, which is to be documented in a corresponding certificate. 
Underlying information as to the individual performances concerning the final degree is reflected in a transcript certificate 
with detailed descriptions of performances.  

Section 3 Admission Prerequisites, Commencement of Studies 

(1) Final degrees: A prerequisite for admission to the Postgraduate Study “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” is to have 
successfully completed a basic artistic study with the Bachelor’s degree or an equivalent graduation. Additionally, the artistic 
qualifications have to be evidenced by passing an “Admissions Test” (= “entrance examination”). Graduates from an artistic-
educational course or graduates from a study course with a teaching profession qualification, including additional 
professional experience, will be able to acquire the artistic qualifications for the “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” Study 
Program when participating in a one-year Senior Study Program implemented at the International College of Music in 
Hamburg. 

(2) Language Skills: A minimum requirement for the successful completion of the “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” Study 
Program is a good command of the German language at the A 2 performance level, based on the performance categories 
in force at the “Goethe Institute” (A1 basic level up to B2 advanced level) as well as knowledge of the study-related 
terminology. We recommend to all students interested in preparation for the Study Program to attend a German-language 
course either offered in their home countries or at our Partner Institute during their study period. The Goal is to acquire 
language skills equivalent to the B2 performance level. 

(3) Commencement of Study:  The students have the option to begin their studies either at the commencement of each 
winter term (i.e. 1st October) or summer term (1st April) of each year.  

Section 4 Admissions Test 

(1) Within the scope of the Admissions Test the prerequisites for taking up a study are scrutinized and verified. The 
candidates are to furnish proof of their technical, musical and stylistic capabilities which are imperative for the successful 
education to acquire the degree “ICoM Master of Performing Arts”. This Admissions Test includes a sight-reading exam 
furnishing evidence of musical comprehension.  

(2) Interested prospective students are to prepare and elaborate a program of at least 30 minutes (instrumentalists) or of 
20 minutes (vocalists) for the responsible committee to select. The program has to include works from three stylistic periods, 
inter alia a polyphonic work by Johann Sebastian Bach and, in addition, a concert etude (keyboard instruments), a solo 
concerto (orchestral instruments) or an oratorio/ “German Lied” (singer).  

(3) The results of such an Admissions Test will be recorded and documented in a protocol. 

(4) The Director, together with at least one of the specialized lecturers, is responsible for approving the Admissions Test. 
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(5) Evaluation/appraisal: The performances of the interested prospective students are graded as follows:  

1 = very good an outstanding performance (= A level)  
2 = good a performance exceeding the average requirements (= B level)  
3 = satisfactory an average performance (= C level)  
4 = passing a performance meeting the requirements despite deficiencies (=E level)  
5 = failed a performance not meeting these requirements (=F level)  

The marks given by the individual examiners will form the basis for a grade as the arithmetical average. The Admissions Test 
is deemed to have been passed only if all partial exams have been received at least the mark “fair/passed” (= 4.0)  

Section 5 Regular Study Period / Study Performance 

The regular study period covers 4 terms. For the overall workload during the study courses - including time of attendance, 
parathion and period for improvement as well as the exam for acquiring the Master’s degree - a total of 120 credit points 
has to be accumulated. The student has to furnish evidence of at least 30 credit points per Semester. The basis for one 
performance point is approximately 30 working hours. The study courses comprise core and supplementary modules. The 
number, contents of the modules and the allocation to the terms covering specialized subjects are described in detail in the 
specific Study Program and the relevant Module descriptions.  

The study performances acquired at the International College of Music will be entered in the so-called “Study Book” and 
will be confirmed by the professors. Evidencing the required study performances is a prerequisite for the admission to the 
final examination.  

At the End of the Core Study Program (second term of specialized subject) the students will be offered supportive consulting 
services. 

Section 6 Examination Regulations / Final Examination 

(1) Admission:  Prerequisites for the admission to the final exam for the ICoM “Master of Performing Arts” are the student’s 
current and prior enrollments for the relevant study programs offered at the International College of Music Hamburg, 
including evidence of having completed all study performances anticipated up to the third term of subject options.  

(2) Contents of Examinations:   

The examination comprises two parts: A Master’s Thesis and a Public Concert. The Master’s Thesis contains the production 
of reproducible presentation examples on a CD, including the booklet with the scientifically correct texts concerning the 
relevant composers and compositions.  

The Public Concert of the instrumentalists will take 60 minutes. This Concert has to include demanding and challenging 
concert literature from 3 periods (one work originating from the 20th century and one ensemble or chamber music work).  

The Public Concert of the singers will take 50 minutes and has to include works from the categories of Lied/Oratorio/Opera 
and Cross-over (such as Operetta/Musical/Song/Chanson). The program has also to include works of the 20th century.  

It is imperative for all examination candidates to ensure that their programs do not include any pieces which have already 
been presented in any Bachelor study courses in previous years. The program has to be reconciled with the lecturer- in- 
charge of the major subject. The candidates are also responsible for the organizational arrangement (such as location of 
presentation, advertising/promotion/programming, program printing, room decoration). The CD (Master thesis) has to be 
made available prior to the commencement of the Public Concert.  
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(3) Evaluation/Appraisal: The examination performances are evaluated as follows:  

1 = very good an outstanding performance (= A level)  
2 = good a performance exceeding the average requirements (= B level)  
3 = satisfactory an average performance (= C level)  
4 = passing a performance meeting the requirements despite deficiencies (=E level)  
5 = failed a performance not meeting these requirements (=F level)  

The examination for conferring the “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” degree is considered as “having been passed” if the 
Master’s thesis (CD) and the Public Concert were graded with at least 4.0 points (= E Level) and if all certificates of attendance 
concerning the optional modules were presented. The grades given by the individual examiners will form the basis for a 
mark as the arithmetical average. Both parts of the examination will be evaluated separately.  

An examination performance is deemed as “Failed (= F level) if, for any non-substantive reason, the candidate fails to 
comply with the fixed examination date or examination period or withdraws after the examination or neither commences 
nor achieves the examination performance within the stipulated processing period.  

Examination Board: The Director - together with the corresponding faculty - is responsible for the composition of the 
examination board. Those persons will be appointed as examiners who are teaching the examination subject or a related 
subject either at a State College of Music or at the International College of Music in Hamburg and who at least have the 
qualifications to be evidenced during the examination or equivalent professional accomplishments at their disposal.  

Section 7 Acknowledgement 

The State Chancellery (Senatskanzlei) of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg has recognized the International College 
of Music Hamburg as an educational institution which, on principle, is comparable to State Colleges.  

The “University Office” of the Ministry of Science and Research of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg acknowledges 
and certifies that the range of study subjects offered by the International College of Music Hamburg lies mainly in the hands 
of the professors and assistant professors from different State Colleges.  

The study course “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” is not subject of any accreditation system.  

Certificate: The student will obtain a certificate documenting his award as “ICoM Master of Performing Arts”.  

Testimonial: The study and examination performances concerning the study course “ICoM Master of Performing Arts” are 
acknowledged in detail in an underlying testimonial.  

The Master’s certificate will be duly signed by the Director, the teacher of the major subject as well as by the Management 
of the College and a seal will be fixed to this document.  

Section 8 Date of Effectiveness 

These Regulations will take effect on 1st October 2010 at the commencement of the winter term.  

 

Only the German version of this document is legally binding.  
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