
 

ICoM Piano Award 2020 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION HAMBURG COMPOSERS 

Date: July 18-19, 2020 
Deadline: April 30, 2020 

The Association in the International College of Music Hamburg e. V. 

cordially invites to the 

ICoM Piano Award 2020  
International Competition Hamburg Composers 

Hamburg Composers: 
 

Johann Adolf Hasse 
Georg Philipp Telemann 

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach  
Fanny und Felix Mendelssohn  

Johannes Brahms  
György Ligeti  

Alfred Schnittke 
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TERMS OF PARTICIPATION  

1. PARTICIPANTS  
 
A. Professional pianists from the age of 18 to 36 
(born between 18th of July 1984 and 18th of July 2002) 
B. Youths of the ages from 14 to 17 (born between 18th of July 2002 and 18th of July 2006) 

2. DATES AND VENUE* 
 
Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th of July 2020 in the Mendelssohn-Hall of the Hochschule für Musik 
und Theater (University of Music and Theatre) Hamburg. 

Arrival and departure on the days before and after the event. 

3. REGISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION FEE*  
 
Please print the registration form and fill out including photo, date and signature and send a scan 
including a LINK (see § 4. Assessment) as qualification per email to office@icom-hamburg.de (add 
a scan of your pass/identity card). Header „ICoM Piano Award“. The admitted candidates will 
receive a written confirmation and invitation. Applicants from abroad can, if required, apply for an 
entry visa with this written invitation.  
 
Application deadline and registration € 100.- until April 30th, 2020 (date of receipt). 
 
Travel, arrival, accommodation and departure will have to be self-organised by the participants.  

4. ASSESSMENT 

Pre-Selection: Participants qualify through submission of a LINK together with the filled out 
Application form (see § 3. Registration and participation fee). The LINK must include two complete 
works of different epochs of free choice. These works can also be played at the competition if 
desired. 

A. Age group I: 18-36 years of age 

Round 1: 15 minutes* 

(i) 10 minutes of Hamburg composers. For the first round, complete works with all parts have to be 
prepared. The works can be longer than 10 minutes. The jury reserves the right to choose a 
selection of the provided repertoire. 

(ii) A 5 minute piece or excerpt of a major work of free choice. The piece has to be from another 
epoch as the Hamburg composer work. The jury reserves the right to interrupt in case of timeout. 

Round 2:  30 minutes* 

 (i) Performance of a complete piece/work of a Hamburg composer. The presentation of a piece/work 
of the first round can be repeated in this round. 
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(ii) For the remaining time, one or more pieces of free choice can be presented. The pieces have to 
be from another epoch than the pieces of the Hamburg composers performed beforehand.  
 
B. Age group II: 14-17 years of age* 

Single round: duration: 10-15 minutes 

(i) Performance of a complete piece/work of a Hamburg composer of 5 minutes, allowed are single 
movements. The jury reserves the right to interrupt in case of timeout. 

(ii) Free choice of a performance of one or several pieces of a minimum duration of 5 minutes and 
maximum of 10 minutes. 

Final concert and award presentation will take place in the Mendelssohn-Saal of Hamburg 
University of Music and Theater after the competition end. 

All rounds of the assessment are opened for the public. 

5. JURY** 

Chairman - Prof. Dr. H. Eberhard Schmitz (ICoM Director) 

Prof. Grigory Gruzman (Weimar Franz Liszt University of Music) 
Prof. Stepan Simonian (Hamburg University of Music and Theater) 
Prof. Manfred Fock (International College of Music Hamburg) 
Peter Krause (Rudolf-Arnheim-Institute for Art, Music and Cultural Economics) 
Prof. Hiroko Fukui (Hanns Eisler School of Music Berlin) 

Secretary of the Jury: Kenichiro Kojima 
 
Decisions of the Jury are indefeasible. 

6. PRIZES 

Age group I 

First Prize:  € 1000.- cash 
Second Prize:  € 500.- cash 
Third Prize:  € 250.- cash  

Age group II 

Winner’s Prize: € 300.- cash 
Yamaha Prize:  € 200.- cash 

Special prizes (both groups)**: 

 € 300.- for the best performance of a work of Johannes Brahms played by a Chinese 
   participant granted by Confucius Institute at the University of Hamburg 

€ 250.- for the best performance of a work of Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy granted by Pianohaus 
   Trübger 
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Special award for participants residing abroad Germany and participants under the age of 18: 
Scholarship for a three months German language course granted by UNS University Service 
language school. 
 

7. ORGANIZER  
 
Förderkreis im International College of Music Hamburg e. V.,  

 Helene-Lange-Strasse 1, 20144 Hamburg, Germany. Phone +49 40 35714753 
 
Partner on China Region: Ms. WEI, Jiaying (Pianist, Cultural Management Coordinator)  
E-mail: jiayingwei0220@outlook.com; WeChat: wee1995; Phone: +1-443-554-9749 

General management: Prof. Dr. H. Eberhard Schmitz – Prof. Stepan Simonian 

Bank account: Deutsche Bank Hamburg 
International College of Music Hamburg 
IBAN: DE06 2007 0024 0033 8848 00 
BIC: DEUTDEDBHAM 

8. PARTNERS AND SPONSORS** 
 
Yamaha Europe 
Pianohaus Trübger 
Hochschule für Musik und Theater Hamburg   
Konfuzius-Institut Hamburg an der Universität Hamburg 
Rudolf Arnheim Institut für Kunst Musik und Kulturökonomie e. V. 
Förderkreis im International College of Music Hamburg e. V. 
UNS University Service 
 
Media Partners 
Alink Argerich Foundation 

9. The english version is legally binding 

 

* Participants agree that photos and videos from ICOM Piano Award 2020 can be used for ICOM purposes. 
** Subject to change 
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